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INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS. 


ET ALL THINGS BE DONE DECENTLY, AND 

IN ORDER. 
the Apoſtle Paul, or rather of the divine Spirit, 
under whoſe unerring guidance that eminent 
ſervant of the Lord Jeſus ſpake, wrote, and 
acted. 1 Cor. xiv. laſt verſe. 


The injunction conveyed in theſe words was 
addreſſed to the church at Corinth, but intended 
for the direction of all who profeſs the religion 
of Chriſt, in every age, to the end of time. 
The univerſal terms in which the exhortation 
is expreſſed Let all things— may, perhaps, lead 
ſome to conſider it in a civil ſenſe, as applicable 
to the common affairs of life; and had all the 
profeſſors of Chriſtianity endeavoured to con- 


duct themſelves, even in the concerns of trade 


and commerce, becoming their ſtations and cir- 


cumſtances, and with a conſtant regard to that 


regularity and method which reaſon and reve- 
lation unite to inculcate, many painful events 
that have lately ariſen would not have taken 
=: = place, 
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place, I mean thoſe affecting bankruptcies, in 
conſequence of which individuals have been 
1mpoveriſhed, families ruined, and a profeſſion 
of religion brought under diſgrace.—But, the 
advice before us is to be underitood in a reli- 
gious ſenſe. Whoſoever conſiders the manner 
in which the words are introduced and con- 
nected, muſt, I preſume, ſoon ſee, that, as they 

were directed to a church of Chriſt, they had a 
regard to their conduct reſpecting worſhip. I 
am ſenſible that the injunction had an immediate 
reference to the behaviour of the profeſſors 
to whom jt was addreſſed, with relation to 
thoſe extraordinary gifts with which many mi- 
niſters and Chriſtians in the primitive times, 
and ſome at Corinth, were honourably diſtin- 
guiſhed; but, as the words were intended for 
the profeſſors of Chriſtianity in all places, it is 
natural to conclude, that they were deſigned to 
regulate the deportment of all under this cha- 
rafter, with reſpect to their worſhip in general. 
Every one who is acquainted with the hiſtory 


of the religious world muſt know, that, under 
the ſuppoſed ſanction of this paſſage, many 


things have been introduced, and continue to 
be regarded, there, which have no foundation 
in the word of God; but to any thing of this 
nature the precept we are conlidering gives no 
encouragement—it relates to that, and to that 


only, * may juſtly be eſteemed worſhip, 
- to 
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to which it is eſſential that it be warranted by 
the declared will of God himſelf, The time 
aſſigned to my part in the preſent ſervice will 
not permit that minute diſcuſſion of the paſſage 
before us, which the extent and importance of 
its contents certainly deſerve: I hope, there- 
fore, you will be ſatisfied with a brief repre- 
ſentation of 15 general meaning. When the 
Apoſtle ſays— Let every thing be done de- 
c cently” —it is as if he had ſaid, See to it, 
© that every part of your behaviour in worſhip 
« be free from whatever has a natural tendency 
© to lead any to flight and deſpiſe your religious 
« ſervices, and at the ſame time adapted to ſe- 
cure that grand end of all ſacred inſtitutions, 
t the advancement of the divine glory, by the 
te ſpiritual improvement of thoſe who attend 
« them.” And when he adds—** and in order,” 
it is as if he had further ſaid, © Be equally ſoli- 
* citous to regulate every part of your conduct 
ce reſpecting worſhip, with a moſt conſcientious 
© and ſteady regard to that order which God has 
« eſtabliſhed in his holy word.” — That this is 
the general import of the command, an atten- 
tion to the chapter of which it is the conclu- 


ſion, muſt, I preſume, convince every ſerious 
reader. 


5S66h, then, being the intention and meaning 
of te precept to which we are attending, ſhall 
| B 2 I requeſt 
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I requeſt you, my friends of the church which 
ſtatedly aſſemble for worſhip -in this place, to 
give evidence that you have regarded this com. 
mand, by repreſenting the ſteps you have taken 
previous to the tranſactions of this day: 


[A deputed brother of the church immediately replied:] 


© It pleaſed the great Head of the church, 
on the ad of September laſt, to remove from 
© us by death, after a ſhort illneſs, our late 
£ paſtor, whoſe integrity, ſimplicity, piety, and 
© ſteady attachment to the glorious truths of 
the Goſpel, will long be gratefully remem- 
© bered by this church. 


© Brought by the providence of God into this 
© affecting ſituation, and ſenſible, how much our 
© future comfort depended, under the divine 
© blefling, on union and harmony amongſt our- 
© ſelves;: we appointed a weekly meeting for 
6 prayer, as the means of bringing us often 
© together, and that, in circumſtances of all 
others, belt calculated to promote brotherly 
. love. | 


Children of the ſame family, bewailing our 
common loſs, our tears cemented us ſtill cloſer 
in chriſtian affection, and our hearts became 
as the heart of one man. 


A 


1 We were regularly ſupplied EY the kind 
F occaſional labours of the neighbouring mi- 
2 niſters, 
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© nifters, whoſe readineſs to ſerve us demand; 
« our grateful thanks, until the 12th of Decem- 
© her, when the Rev. Mr. Knight firſt preached 


l amongſt us. 


4 Aﬀer hearing him 'for three Laſh days 

* with much pleaſure, and ſeeking counſel of 
God, we on the 2d of January unanimouſly 
invited him to preach to us ſtatedly for Tree 
months. | 


wy On the 16th of January he ſignified his 
compliance with our requeſt, 


Continuing to preach at our place with great 
| © acceptance, we on the 28th of February, after 
* looking up to the Lord for direction, unani- 
* moylly renewed our invitation to him for three 
months longer. 


On the 22d of March, he agreed to our 
6 ſecond invitation. 


— Having our minds ſolemnly impreſſed with 
5 the importance of the truſt committed unto 
us, and anxious that the ſame pure Goſpel we 
© have been ſo long accuſtomed to hear in this 
place, might be handed down to our dear 
© children inviolate, we were enabled, we truſt, 

to commit ourſelves as a church into the hands 
£ of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to lay hold upon his 
Y „ promiſes 
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© promiſes for our future ſupply and ſettle. 


ment; appealing to him for the ſincerity and 
purity of our views: not deſiring one who 
would fall in with the corrupted taſte of the 
times, but one who would not be aſhamed of 
the Goſpel, and be determined to know no- 
thing amongſt us, ſave Jeſus Chriſt and him 


crucified. 


Following, what we humbly apprehended 
to be the voice of God in his providence, on 
the 25th of April, after earneſt prayer and 
ſupplication, we truſt in the fear of the Lord, 


and with a ſingle eye to his glory, we unani- 


moufly called the Rev. Mr. Knight to the 


paſtoral office over this church. 


© On the 22d of May we received his anſwer, 
accepting of the call with great diffidence and 
humility. 


On the zoth he was received into commu- 


nion with us, by a diſmiſſion from the church 
under the paſtoral care of the Rev. Mr. Clay- 
ton, when we recogniſed his call to be our 
miniſter, | 


* ; Brought, by the good hand of our God 
upon us, to the ſolemn tranſaction of this day, 
we wopld, as from an eminence, ſurvey the 


© way 
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way we have lately travelled. It was a road 
we had not gone heretofore. It was a path 
« full of danger. It has proved ſo to many 
* churches. Whilſt we would adore the good- 
neſs and mercy of the Lord in again giving us 
a paſtor, we would not be unthankful for the 
way in which he has given him. 


* 


We do earneſtly ſolicit the affectionate pray- 


© ers of our ſiſter churches, that we may ſtand 


* faſt in one ſpirit, with one mind, ſtriving to- 


+ gether for the faith of the Goſpel.” 


| Mot truly do I thank you, my worthy friend, 


for the diſtinct repreſentation you have now 
given. The whole was pleaſing, but ſome par- 
ticulars were received with peculiar pleaſure. The 
honourable notice taken of your late paſtor, that 


truly upright man, and faithful miniſter The 


caution uſed as to the preachers admitted into 


the pulpit, during the vacancy—The harmony 


maintained among you while deſtitute of a 
paltor—The manner in which you conducted 
yourſelves when a candidate preſented ; your 
proceedings were neither too ſlow nor too haſty 
—and, particularly the devout regard you paid 


to the divinely glorious Head of the church, who 
has now, I truſt, kindly appeared for you=are 
much to the credit of your ſacred ſociety. 
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On theſe occaſions, it is uſual for the church 
immediately concerned, publicly to recogniſe 
their call of the miniſter they have choſen to 
the paſtoral office among them; it is my deſire, 
therefore, that you, the brethren of this church, 
will avow the invitation you have given to my 
worthy brother, by lifting up your hands. 


[According this requeſt was immediately complied 
" 


The precept to which our attention has now 
been directed, was intended to be regarded by 
miniſters of the Goſpel, as well as by Chriſtians 
in private lations. The church of Chriſt, who has 
called us together, on this ſolemn occaſion, hav- 
ing manifeſted their attention to its ſacred con- 
tents, I ſhall now requeſt you, my Reverend 
Brother, who concurred with the church in re- 
queſting our attendance at this time, to ſhow 
your regard to it alſo, by favouring us with a 
relation of the meaſures you have purſued, which 
have terminated in the ſolemnities of this ſer- 
vice. | 4. 

: [nnediately Mr. Knight expreſſed himfeif i in the fol- 
"ny manner.) 


As ſo explicit an account has been given by 
a brother of the church concerning the pro- 
© ceedings 


C 9:3 

© ceedings with a view to our union, on their 
« fide, for me to give you a counterpart 
© complete would be to weary you with a num- 
© ber of unneceſſary repetitions—thereforeT have 
only to declare that the ſteps I have taken ſuc- 


© ceflively have been taken with great delibera- 


© tion, not without conſulting ſome prudent 
and (godly friends, not without frequent ſup- 
plications at the throne of grace, and not with- 
out engaging the interceſſion of others on my 


© behalf, that I might be directed into the path 


© of duty.” 


As truly as I made my grateful acknowledge- 


ments to the church for the pleaſing repreſenta- 
tion given by them, do I requeſt you, Sir, to accept 
my thanks for the equally pleaſing narrative re- 
ceived from you. All was acceptable - but, the 
great deliberation the conſultation of prudent 
and godly friends, - with your own frequent ſup- 
plications at the throne of grace, and engaging 


the interceſſion of others on your behalf—ſo par- 


ticularly expreſſed, are peculiarly acceptable; 
they indicate that diſpoſition of heart, which not 
only intimates, that you have taken the right 
path, but gives ground for hope that, by the 
- continual ſupplies of divine grace, you will be 
| honoured with eminent uſefulneſs in the church 
of Chriſt. 
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As the church have this day publicly re- 
cogniſed their invitation of you to become their 
paſtor, it is my requeſt, that you will (as is cuſ- 
tomary in theſe ſervices likewiſe), in the pre- 
ſence of this aſſembly, teſtify your conſent to 
take the paſtoral overſight of them. 


[T his Mr. Knight did in the fame manner in which 
the church had avowed ther invitation, immediately 


adding the following words.] 


| © In a humble dependance upon the grace of 
© Chriſt, I do now declare myſelf willing and 
ready to be devoted to the ſervice of this peo- 
« ple in the Lord, as ſuſtaining the paſtoral office, 
to which I have been invited ſo affectionately 
and in ſo ſolemn a manner. 


Now, let me beg an intereſt in the prayers 
© of you all who are accuſtomed to pray in the 
name of the Lord Jeſus, and in the ſtrength of 
© his ſpirit! 


Think of the nature of the RE office! 


© Think of the weakneſs, inexperience and 
. dangers of youth! 


; Think of the advantages this church was 
? bereaved of in the loſs of a paſtor, whoſe cha- 
© Tacter 


E 
« rater and conduct ſo greatly reſembled the 
© character and conduct of a primitive Chriſ- 
© tian! 


© Let theſe things move you to be earneſt in 
© your ſupplications to God for this people, and 
© for me their ſervant in the Lord - that we 
© may be kept in the faith of Chriſt—that we 
may be bleſſed with the light, the ſtrength and 
the comforts of his ſpirit, and thus may be 
enabled to glorify God, even our Father, in 
that important union which has now ſo public 
© a commencement !? | 


A 


N 


« To this end ” (ſaid our bleſſed Saviour) 
< was 1 born, and for this cauſe came into the 
e world, that I ſhould bear witneſs unto the 
© truth *.” It becomes every one of his diſci- 
ples, and, eſpecially, each of his miniſters, in this 
inſtance, to follow his example. Permit me, there- 
fore, (as is the laudable cuſtom, on ſuch days as 
this) to deſire you my Reverend Brother, whoſe 
ſeparation to the paſtoral office we are now at- 
tending, to favour us with a declaration of what 
you conſider as true and important 1n a religious 
View. 


John xviii. 37. 


[Here 


„ 
[Here Mr. Knight replied.] 


5 

* In declaring the articles of my faith, I hall 
begin from that truth, which is in all reſpeas 
* the firſt, the moſt unqueſtionable, and of the 


* greateſt importance. 


1. © I believe in the exiſtence of God; the 
* heavens, the earth and the ſeas bear witneſs 
* abundantly to the being of one who is eternal, 
powerful, good and wiſe. | 


2. © I believe that there is now extant among 
© men 2 revelation concerning this one God, 
4 inſpired : and given by himſelf, comprehending 
© all that it is neceſſary for us to know of his 

glorious perfections; and all that it is neceffary 
for us to know of our own nature, condition 


and intereſts, 


3. © I believe that this divine revelation is to 
* He found complete in that book which is ufu- 
5 ally called the Bible, (including both the Old 
© and New Teſtament,) and in theſe writings 


, only. 


PR But, ſeeing. that many wha have the 
* ſcriptures in their poſſeſſion, who read them, 
© and acknowledge them to be divinely inſpired, 


do o notwithſtanding variouſly and widely differ 
0 in 


1 


in their views of the doctrines which they con- 
© tain, I ſhall proceed to declare with all plain- 
neſs, and with all ſincerity (for He that ſhall 
judge me is preſent) what I hold as the main 
truths revealed in the holy word of God: 
* truths which are the ſtay of my ſoul, its 
© ſtrength and rejoicing ; truths of which I do 
moſt cheerfully avow my belief on this folemn 
occaſion, and which I hope to be publiſhing, 
© maintaining and defending as long as J live. 


* 


A 


* 


* 
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5. © In the firſt place, concerning God, upon 
© the teſtimony of the ſcriptures, I believe that 
he is a Spirit, from everlaſting to everlaſting, 
with whom there is no variableneſs neither 
* ſhadow of turning; I believe that he is infinite 
in underſtanding, all-wiſe, all-ſufficient! that 
he filleth heaven and earth with his preſence, 
that the heaven, yea the heaven of heavens 
cannot contain him; I believe in the holineſs 
of God that he is light, and that in him is no 
* darkneſs at all; I believe in the righteouſneſs of 
God, in his goodneſs, mercy and truth; I be- 
© hieve that God is love. 
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6. Again, I believe in God, as the creator of 
c all things; I believe that by the word of his 
power all things were created, formed and 
diſpoſed in that beautiful order which conti- 
< nues unto this day: I believe alſo that the 
* univerſe 


© univerſe is upheld by the word of divine power; 
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I believe in the ſovereignty and government 
of the Creator as extending to all the works 
of his hands. 


7. I believe that in the creation of this 
world the great ſovereign of all diſcovered pe- 
culiar attention to man; creating him after 
his own image in knowledge, tighteouſneſs, 
and true holineſs; and giving him dominion 
over the fiſh of the ſea, and over the fowl of 
the air, and over the cattle and over all the 
earth, and over every creeping thin g that 
creepeth upon the earth. 


8. © I believe that God placed his creature 
man in circumſtances of happineſs, but in 
circumſtances alſo of probation; commanding 
him to abſtain from the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil upon pain of death : I believe 
that our firſt parents, thus ſituated, were ap- 
pointed the repreſentatives of all their poſte- 


« rity. 


c 
c 
4 
6 


9. I believe that our firſt parents tranſgreſſed 
the will of God which had been ſo expreſsly 
revealed, preſuming to eat of the forbidden 
tree, and that hereby both they and their poſ- 
terity were expoſed to the avenging wrath of 
God as a righteous Judge, and their offended 

© Soves 


55 


Sovereign. Here, I believe, was the com- 
mencement of human depravity; here was the 
« ſpring of thoſe ſtreams of corruption which 
flow to the remoteſt deſcendants of Adam. 


10. © I believe that on this occaſion God ma- 
* nifeſled himſelf to our firſt parents as a God 
* who is gracious and merciful no leſs than as 
He to whom vengeance belongeth. 


11. I believe that it was not but through a 


© Mediator the grace and mercy of God were 
© manifeſted. 


12: © I believe that this mediator was the 
© only-begotten of the Father; the Word that 
© was in the beginning with God, and was God; 
being diſtin from the perſon of the Father, 
© yet truly and equally God.! believe that he 
© was ſet apart to the mediatorial office by the 
Father, yet not as conſidered in his divine na- 
ture only, but as united in his Father's pur- 
©* poſe to the nature of man. 


13. © I believe it was He who managed the 
affairs of the church from generation to gene- 
ration. | 


14. © I beheve that in the fullneſs of time the 
© Son of God was made manifeſt—the Word 
6 became fleſh. 


13.1 


( 
15. I believe in the miraculous conception 
© of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; that he was con- 
© ceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary by 
© the power of the Holy Spirit, and that he 


* was only the reputed ſon of Joſeph the car. 
* penter. | 


16. © I believe that he lived upon earth in 
perfect conformity to the law of God, and 
* was in all points obedient to the will of the 
© Father who ſent him; ſo leaving us an exam- 
© ple: I believe alſo that this obedience of Chriſt 

© is imputed unto many for righteouſneſs. 


17. I believe that by wicked hands our Lord 
© Jeſus was crucified and ſlain, yet according to 
© the determinate counſel and foreknowledge of 
© God; I believe that by his death on the croſs 
© he made atonement for ſin, undergoing him- 
© ſelf that curſe which was due unto ſinners, and 
© ſo becoming the author of eternal ſalvation to 
© his people. 


18. © I believe in the reſurrection of our Lord 
< Jeſus from the dead; and that by his reſur- 
© rection his righteouſneſs was manifeſted, and 
© his acceptance with. the Father as the ſurety 
c for ſinners. 


19. 1 believe that the Lord Chriſt is aſcend- 
© ed up on high, and ſitteth at the right hand 
of 


E 
© of God, exalted above all creatures in heaven 
and earth, inveſted by the Father with all powe®# 


© and dominion : I believe in his perpetual in- 
© terceſſion for the purchaſe of his blood. 


| N40 J believe that, upon his aſcenſion, the 
© Son of God received of his Father the promiſe 
of the Spirit. | 


21. Concerning the Holy Spirit, I believe 
that He is truly a Divine Perſon, and one with 
* the Father and the Son; willing and perform- 
© ing thoſe * which are proper to God only. 


22, © I n that He is ſent by the Father 
and the Son to accompliſh the Father's coun- 
* ſels by applying the work of the Son. 

23. © It was He, I believe, who qualified the 
© apoſtles of Chriſt for their office; their gifts 
and graces were the gifts and graces of the 
Spirit; it was by the power of the Spirit they 
* preached, wrought miracles and completed 
* the canon of ſcripture. | | 
24. © I believe it is to the Spirit of God that 
« we owe the preſervation of his holy word, and' 
£ a ſucceſſion of n to tis WINE 
1 WP : 
C 25, © I be- 
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25. © IT believe it is the Spirit of God who 
4 renders the teflimony of Chriſt, whether it be 


read or preached, effectual to ſalvation. 


26. © I believe it is through a cordial recep. 
© tion of the truth, even through faith which is 
© wrought in the heart, that the word becomes 
a word of falvation to the ſoul. 


27. © I believe that the ſaving influences of 
the Spirit are communicated: to thoſe only 
who were redeemed. by the blood of, Chriſt, 
and choſen of the Father from everlaſting, but 
© that all ſuch are in due time made partakers 
© of the Spirit unto eternal life, 


28. © I believe that it is the duty of all whoſe 
« faith is in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt to be zealous 
©. of good works; and that it is only by keeping 
© his commandments we can poſlibly have aſſu- 
© rance that we abide in him. 


29. ©. I believe it is incumbent. upon each of 
c the faithful to unite. with, his brethren, in 
© bearing a public teſtimony to the doctrines of 
5; Chriſt, by aſſembling in his name, (eſpecially 
5, on the Lord's day,) obſerying his, ordinances, 
© and thoſe only, Which he, as the Head of the 
Church, has enjoined. 
30. I be- 


En 

30. believe it is the duty of ſuch an aſ- 
« ſembly of Chriſtians to chuſe ſome of their 
number who may attend to the outward con- 
« cerns of the church; and one or more of the 
« ſame faith with themſelves to take the over- 
« fight of them in the Lord, who may. preach, 
© exhort, rebuke, and adminiſter the ſeals of 
* the covenant. 


31. I believe that the ſeals of the covenant 
are Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. 


32. I believe that Baptiſm is an ordinance 
« of Chriſt, wherein by waſhing with water in 
© the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
* of the Holy Spirit, is ſignified our union with 
* Chrift, and our intereſt in the benefits of re- 
© demption.—T believe that this ordinance is 
not to be withheld from the infant-ſced of the 
c faithful. 


33. © Concerning the Lord's Supper I believe 
© alſo that this is an ordinance of Chrift, and 
intended for the nouriſhment of his church; 
in this believers, by eating bread and drink | 
ing wine, do ſhew forth the death of theit 
Lord as the ſacrifice for ſin, and declare their 
* expectation of his appearance yet another time 
© without ſin unto ſalvation, 
'C 2 2465s 
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34. I believe that all ſuch as die in the Lord 

Jeſus, immediately upon the diſſolution of the 
body, are preſent with him in a far better ſtate 

+ than that of their pilgrimage here upon earth, 


35. © I believe that the wicked do lift up 
their eyes in torments as ſoon as they quit this 
« preſent ſtate of things. 


36. © I believe in the reſurrection of the dead, 
© bothof the juſt andof the unjuſt ; that they ſhall 
be judged according to their deeds; that the 
Lord Chriſt is appointed to the office of judge.— 
I believe that the wicked ſhall be turned into 
£ hell; from whence there ſhall be no deliver- 
© ance.—1 do verily believe that the torments of 
the damned will endure for ever and ever|— 
© as I believe that the righteous ſhall enter into 
© life everlaſting; that their ſtate of glory and 
© bliſs ſhall never have an end. 


J. © I believe that when ſentence is pro- 
. nounced upon the righteous and the wicked, 

© the Son of God, the Mediator, ſhall deliver 

4's up the kingdom to the Father, and that God 
uf all be All in All! | 


| 1 return you, my much eſteemed friend, many 
thanks for the conciſe and comprehenſive repre- 


ſentation of your Faith, which this Aſſembly has 
now 


(mY 
now heard. May you, my dear Sir, by the di- 
vine bleſſing, be eſtabliſhed in the truth—enjoy 
an increaſing experience of its power on your 
heart—diſplay its ſanctifying tendency in the 
whole of your deportment—and diſpenſe it with 


that ſteady faithfulneſs, zeal, and prudence, as 


ſhall be productive of the nobleſt and moſt laſt- 
ing advantage to yourſelf and others! 


And, now, I cannot leave the place in which 
I ſtand without expreſſing my earneſt deſire, that 
thoſe who are to be further employed in the ſa- 
cred fervices of this day may be favoured with 


all ſuitable aſſiſtance; and that the important 


connection which has now publicly commenced, 
may be honoured with fignal ſucceſs. Amen 
and Amen! 
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HEN you, my dear Brother, and ſome 
of your friends, requeſted my aſſiſtance 
in this ſolemn ſervice, the reluctance I exprefled 
was not affected, but moſt ſincere; however, the 
relation in which we ſtood to each other, and the 
real regard hive for you, have induced me to 
comply with what cuſtom has made the duty of 4 
paſtor, and at the ſame time to ſhew you and 
your friends, that my profeſſion of love to you 
is not in word only. 


The text of ſcripture I ſhall read to you is in 


ACTS xx. 27. 


FoR I HAVE NOT SHUNNED TO DECLARE UN TO 
2 YOU ALL THE COUNSEL oF Gobp. 


TH ESE are the words of the Apoſtle Paul, 

who is a noble pattern of miniſterial dili- 
gence, faithfulneſs, and prudence. Perhaps you 
will tay, his remote ſuperiority of attainment, 
C 4 2 annihilates 
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(„ 
© annihilates me.“ Alas! my Brother, who 
among us can bear to be compared with him, 


without perceiving that we are at a very hum- 
bling diſtance from his example ? 


He who made Paul what he was, can mike 
| you an able miniſter of the New Teſtament, and 
quality you, both as to gifts and grace, to fill 
that niche He has ordained you to occupy. The 
ſolemnities of this day, the arduous and various 
duties you are engaging to perform, combined 
with a ſenſe of your own inſufficiency, may al- 
. moſt overwhelm you. Be of good courage, 
always look at duties in connection with the 
promiſes which inſure ability to perform them ; 
Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world,” will. lighten darkneſs, give 
ſtrength to the weak and courage to the timid. 


My deſign is to offer for your direction, from 
this paſſage of ſcripture; Firſt, the ſubject of 
the Apoſtle's miniſtry, the counſel of God. Se- 
condly, ſhew when a miniſter may be ſaid to 
declare the whole counſel of God; and, Thirdly, 
- caution you againſt thoſe things which uſually 
occaſion miniſters to Joun a full declaration of 
O's counſel. 


| The counſel if God was the ſubject of Saint 
Paul's miniſtry, and it is the theme of every true 


"i teacher 


no! 
ex 
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teacher of Chriſtianity, and it muſt be your's; 
not in the ſenſe it was Paul's; he was under the 
extraordinary guidance of the Spirit of God, 
and knew in a manner ſuited to his deſignation, 
and peculiar to the apoſtolic age, the deſigns, 
thoughts, and moſt ſecret reſolutions of God, 
relative to that kingdom which was to be erected 


and eſtabliſhed in the world by the Goſpel. 


The expreſſion, counſel of God, in the text, muſt 
be underſtood to mean, the revealed will of God 
concerning the way of ſalvation, through the 
mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, It is in Chriſt we 
obtain an inheritance, being © predeſtinated ac- 
« cording to the purpoſe of him, who worketh 
« all things after the counſel of his own will,” 
Eph. i. 11. This counſel revealed, directed the 
faith; worſhip and obedience of the writer of 
Pſalm Ixxiii. 28. This counſel the Phariſees re- 
jected, Luke vii. 30. When I remind you that 
the doctrine of ſalvation by Chriſt is the promi- 
nent ſubject of revelation, it is not meant you 
ſhould inſiſt on that to the excluſion of the Law, 
which is a neceſſary part of God's counſel. The 
Law is the dark ground on which the Goſpel is 
diſplayed with advantage; until it has convinced 
by its purity and condemned by its authority, 
the ſinner will not receive Chriſt as he is offered 

in the Goſpel. Here I need not enlarge; for in 
the good Confeſſion you have juſt made before 
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theſe witneſſes, you have promiſed to make the 
counſel of God the ſubject of your future mi- 
niſtrations in this church. 


You will bear with me while I farther remark, 
that the will of God relative to the ſalvation of 
finners by Chriſt alone, is of the higheft import- 
ance; becauſe it is the only in/trument of his power, 
in beginning and carrying on the purpoſes of 
his grace in the heart. I am not afhamed 
& of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; for it is the power of 
God unto ſalvation, to every one that believ- 
cc eth, unto the Jew firſt, and alſo to the Greek,” 
Rom. i. 16. At the firſt introduction of Chtiſti- 
anity, this was eminently illuſtrated: when fiſh- 
ermen from the lake of Genneſareth (not orators 
from Greece or Rome) were the agents choſen 
to overcome, by declaring the counfel of God— 
the power of magiſtrates—the prejudices of the 
people—the craft of prieſts and the ſubtilty of 
philoſophers. The doctrine of the croſs is the 
grand engine for throwing down all oppoſition, 
becauſe the Spirit of God always has and will 
attend the diſpenſation of it to the end of time. 


The deſign of the Goſpel is to change men's 
views, tempers and lives. Not by the excellence 
of its precepts, or the weight of its exhortations, 
or the promiſe of rewards: but by convincing 
men of their gailt, blindneſs and impotence, 

SS by 
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by inculcating the neceſſity of pardon, ſuperna- 
tural light and aſſiſtance, and actually promiſing 


and conveying them. The Goſpel did at the 


beginning and always will prove its own divi- 
nity by its efficacy. The choice of any other 


ſubject will be like combating a lion with a 


wooden ſword. To break hard hearts, and to 
heal and bind up thoſe which are broken, are the 
ends to be aimed at by a Chriſtian Miniſter ; and 


they can never be effected, but by the fword 


and balm contained in the Law and Gaſpel, ap- 


plied to the reſpective conditions of men in a 
. on the Holy Ghoſt. 


| Secondly, When may a minis be ſaid to de- 
Clare all the counſel of God? | 


When he applies to Me right ſource, in the 


beginning and progreſs of his courſe of duty. 
He muſt look to God and be in his counſel, be- 


fore he can declare it. Paul did not obtain his 
- miniſterial ability at the feet of Gamaliel. Nor 
will any modern preacher be qualified, to give 


full proof that his miniſtry is of God, by ſitting 


at the feet of Dr. Owen, Gill, or Prieſtley. 


I have a high ſenſe of the value of academical 
Preparations in their proper place. Moſes retir- 
ed into the land of Midian, John the baptiſt into 
the wilderneſs, Jeſus Chriſt lived in the privacy 

-.; Of 


('28 ) 
of Nazareth, and his apoſtles were three years in a 
ſtate of pupilage previous to their public ſervice in 
the church. But when an undue ſtreſs is laid on 
human means of preparation: God in his Provi- 
dence corrects the miſtake, which even good peo- 
ple are liable to fall into; by making it appear that 
human without divine endowments, are like a 
heavy club in the hand of a weak man, uſeleſs. 
Men with academic accoutrements and honours 
atchieve no victories; while the man called out 
of obſcurity, and unequipped in the eſtimation 
of the wife and prudent, with his ſling and ſtone, - 
the weapons of victorious grace, demoliſhes the 
ſtrong holds of ſatan, and brings ſubjects from 
his empire into the kingdom of God's dear Son. 


Stand in God's counſel, if you deſire to de- 
Clare it. Be not a copy ſt, call no man maſter, 
ſtudy the ſcriptures for yourſelf, By fervent 
prayer, aſk for a miniſter's heart as well as head. 
What ſucceſs may you not then expect, when 
it is faid of falſe prophets, Jer. xxiii. 22. But 

e if they had ſtood in my counſel, and had 
4 cauſed my people to hear my words, then 
« they ſhould have turned them from their evil 
“ way and from the evil of their doings?” 


A miniſter regards the example in the text, 
when he preaches the Goſpel proportionally. 


| T * have a ſettled comparative relation. Do 
not 
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not ſelect thoſe parts only which you can ſhine 
in the diſcuſſion of. Paul * kept back nothing 
«. that was profitable,” ver. 20. The epiſtles teach 
you that the practical parts of religion muſt be 
conſidered more at large than the doctrinal. 
Ihe foundation muſt be laid, but he who con- 
fines all his labour to that part of the ſtructure, 
will never have a houſe in which he may com- 
| fortably live himſelf, or to accommodate his 
friends. He, and thoſe who hear him, will be 
defective in perſonal and relative religion, both 
with reſpect to piety towards God and charity 
to man. The, beauteous majeſty of the ſuper- 
ſtructure muſt be ſeen in all its comely propor- | 
tions. 2 Tim. ii. 15. © Study to ſhew thyſelf 
- approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word 
6 of ruth.” 7 


5 The preacher who would imitate Paul muſt 

ſtate the Goſpel ſcripturally. Not in the military 
way, or according to party modes, nor in tech- 
nical phraſeology. The ſcripture is liberal, yet 
not without a diſtinct meaning. While you 
avoid the narrowneſs of the mere ſyſtem-mon- 
ger, do not become ambiguous and vague in 
your mode of expreſſion. Scorn the daſtardly 
and hypocritical conduct of thoſe who will uſe 
ſcripture phraſes, to conceal what erring inte- 
5 grity will avowWw. To uſe the terms, Divine Fer- ; 


. | 

for, Atonement, Holy Spirit, Regeneration, and at the 
fame time todeny the things; will never pleaſe any, 
even of your fellow creatures, but the thought- 
leis, or thofe who by licentious thinking are ar- 
rived at ſceptical indifference about all religious 
ſentiment whatever. We have renounced the 
hidden things of diſhoneſty, not walking in 
« craftineſs, nor handling the word of God de- 
« ceitfully, but, by manifeſtation of the truth, 

* commending ourſelves to every man's con- 
os ſeience i in the aght of God.” 2 Cor. iv. 2. 


Which leads WY to obſirve again, that the 
counſel of God muſt be declared faithfully. Not 
by perſonally attacking from the pulpit any one; 
this is ſeldom done, but when the preacher is 
angry, then he is tempted (which is highly cri- 
minal) to make the Goſpel the vehicle of his 
unhallowed reſentment. Let what you advance 
apply to perſons abſent as well as preſent, and 
then however cloſe your addrefs may be, no-one 
can be juſtly offended. Call every thing by its 
proper name. Enter into the detail of practical 
ſobjects or you may generalize every thing 
away. Meet your hearers, at their entrance into 
every dangerous path, with a pointed applica- 
tion of the counſel of God to their particular 
caſe. Convey, if poſſible, to the minds of your 
_ auditory, the impreſſion of this ſentiment, when 


| youſſuad vp to preach, * Iam not come a meet 
your 


1 
« your vanity, by a deſire to ſhine before you; not 
© to flatter you or feed a corrupt taſte: but I am 
come honeſtly to deliver my meſſage as in the 
” preſence of Him who ſees all actions in their 
„ motives.” 


Finally, a miniſter has declared the whole 
counſel of God when he can invite ſcrutiny and 
obtain a general ſuffrage in favour of his fidelity. 


The text is an appeal to thoſe who had heard 


Paul preach either in public or private, for he 
had gone from houſe to houſe, not for the pur- 
poſes of conviviality, but to teſtify the Goſpel of 
the grace of God. Wherefore I take yo to 
record, this day, that I am pure from tlie 
4 blood of all men. For I have not ſhunned to 
e declare all the counſel of God.” Happy mi- 


niſter ! who at the cloſe of life, can challenge 


ſcrutiny, and like holy Samuel can ſay, Be- 
hold I am old and gray headed, and my ſons 
5 are with you; and I have walked before you 
r from my child- hood unto this day. Behold 
here I am, witneſs againſt me before the Lord 
« and before his anointed; whoſe o have I 
taken? or whoſe aſs have I taken? or whom 
4 have; I defrauded ? whom have: I' oppreſſed ? 
cor of i whoſe. hand: have. I-received any bribo 
to blind mine eyes therewith? and I will re- 
ſtoxe it you. And they ſaid, Thou haſt not 


. us, nor + opprefibd:; us, neither 
. bat 


—— —— 


EN 
< haſt thou taken ought of any man's hand,” 


1 Sam. Xii: 3, 4. © I have coveted no man's ſil. 
5 yer or gold, or apparel,” ſaid Paul, v. 33. 


Thirdly, I proceed to caution you againſt 
thoſe things which occaſion miniſters to u 2 
declaration of all the connſel of God. 


We muſt view with pleaſure good beginnings, 
To perſevere and end well, are hard of perform. 
ance, becauſe many things, unforeſeen, ariſe to 
divert from the narrow * of duty. 


5 Adina prudence and falſe courteſy, have oc- 
caſioned not a few to ſhun a full declaration of the 
truth. You are a miniſter, among thoſe who 
have ſeparated from the eſtabliſhed church. 
Separatiſts, eſpecially where there is competition 
(as in London) are in danger of uſing carnal 
policy to get and keep hearers. The temper 
which allows cunning management with this 

view, will be accompanied with ſtrong tempta- 
tions to veil the ſanctity and bend the uncom- 
plying n of the 3 


my Diſſenters in Lande + their 
| teachers to viſit them, as acquaintances ; it is as a 
_ _ miniſter, he ought both to pay, and receive viſits. 
This would prevent partiality to the rich in the 


On of * oat Policy and polite- | 


neſs 
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nels dictate the expedience of frequenting the 


| houſes of the opulent; and he muſt be a man of 


firm virtue indeed, who by their hoſpitality, and 
well directed civilities; is not ſoftened down, and 
induced to adopt a ſyſtem of accommodation, 


with worldly maxims; than which nothing is 


more perilous. Will he faithfully reprove the 
fins of omiſſion at leaſt, if not of commiſſion, 


which, to his great mortification, he will find 


in families, where he hoped better things ; ra- 


ther will he not endeavour to perſuade himſelf 


that he ſatisfies his duty, when he touches 
lightly the conſciences of ſuch offenders? Will he 
not ſhun poſhing the ſword of the ſpirit to the 


hilt? 2 2 


Mercenary motives, cauſe many to ſhun a de- 
claration of the whole truth. A bare mainte- 
nance, by what appears a life of leiſure, may 
prove a temptation to the indolent any where. 


Comparatively in London only, can motives of 


gain operate on Diſſenting miniſters; the libe- 
rality of their congregations in this city, places 
the generality of them, in circumſtances very 


ſuperior, in point of emolument, to the laborious 
clergy in the eſtabliſhment. You may be very 


diſtant in your preſent feelings, from the in- 


fluence of worldly profit, by your ſpiritual en» 
gagements, being an unconnected man. But 
God who ſetteth the ſolitary 1 in families,” in due 


D time, 
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1 
time, may give us an opportunity of congraty. 
lating you, on the poſſeſſion of © a fruitful vine” 
and olive “ plants, round your table.” The 
wants of a family are very numerous, new ſitua. 


tions call forth new paſſions, we know little of 


ourſelves in the abſence of temptation. Human 
nature has a ſtrong tendency to degenerate. 
Watch againſt the inordinate © love of money 
c which is the root of all evil.“ You may? (as one 
obſerves) © very conſcienciouſly, take the wages 
of your work, while you maintain a diſtinct con- 
* ſcioufneſs, tad you would do the work, without 
the wages.” Always avoid ſpeaking the good 
things of God with a view to get the cood 
things of the world. 


Idlenss, is another occaſion of a partial miniſ- 
try. A pious Biſhop once obſerved, · Miniſters 


are compared to fiſhermen becauſe they ſhould 


always be either fiſhing, or mendin g their nets.” 
A common mirror, ſhows us all at once, and an 
earthly ambaſſador often underſtands his inſtruc- 
tion on reading them once. The glaſs of the 
Goſpel frequently looked at intenſely will dif- 
cover, new glories in the Saviour: and the in- 
ſtructions given to the miniſters of . reconcilia- 
tion, are gradually unfolded. A true ſervant 
of Chriſt, is always learning and teaching what 
he learns. He is flothful, who confines his pub- 


lic teaching to a repetition of diſcourfes, com: 
*" 74 = poſed 
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poſed) in the early part of life. Sermons mould 
be freſh, from reality, that is, made to ſuit, 
the exiſting {tate of things, in the congre- 
gation. Beſides, the counſel of God in the ſcrip- 
tures, is connected, with the daily acts of His 


providential government. A watchful improve- 


ment of this connection, as it is progreſſively 
diſcovered, will make your addrefles, intereſting 


and uſeful. 


Remember, you are to labor in the vineyard, 
not, fill yourſelf with grapes, and tread down 
the vines. Thoſe who trifle, faunter, goſſip, ſen- 


ſualize, and doze, their time away, cannot de- 


clare the whole counſel of God. Take care 
that ſatan does not employ you, in that, which 
is as, bad, or worſe, than doing nothing. To 
allude to the whale fiſhery, he will throw out a 


tub for you to play with. Novelties i in theology, 


in politics, he will feed your mind and fill your 


converſation with, nine-day- wonders, yea he will 
Perſuade you to be a magnetizer, any thing to 
divert you from the great work of winning ſouls, 
N FF a declaration of the counſel of God. 


To conclude, make a buſineſs of remedying 
your own defects. Miniſters are accuſtomed, to 


think, ſo much, what others ſhould do, as almoſt ä 
to forget, to beſtow any thoughts of that kind 
upon themſelves. Preſs forward, towards higher, 
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E 
perſonal attainments. Exerciſe grace as well as 
gifts in your miniſtry. Tremble to think how 


much of the animation, in public duties, is me- 
chanical. 


Remedy your own defects, or in compoſing 


ſermons, you will reject ſome ſcriptures and ex- 


plain away the meaning of others. When the 
preacher finds his own ſin in the text, there is 
danger of his paring it down to his own ſtandard. 
Should the miniſter of the pulpit, condemn 
the miniſter in ſociety—Your hearers will ſay, 
« faith the preacher this of himſelf, or of ſome 
© other man?” If they omit the ſarcaſm, © Phy- 
e ſician heal thyſelf,” your allowed defects will 


be conſidered as a comment on your public 


inſtructions, and it will be ſaid, He does not 
© mean near ſo much as his language expreſles, 
© theſe hard ſayings which demand rigid mora- 
c lity, are to be underſtood with ſuch limita- 
tions, as may prevent our deficiencies, from 
© making us uneaſy, Tis the profeſſional manner 
* of the pulpit. | 


Out of this vigilant caution will ariſe the 
magnanimous reſolution of the apoſtle, when 
ſpeaking of his ſufferings, ver. 24. © But none 
« of theſe things move me, neither count I my 


ce life dear unto myſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my 
* courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which I 


3 | WO cc have 
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& have received of the Lord Jeſus; to teſtify the 
« Goſpel of the ou of God.” | 


Let none of the things you have been cau- 
tioned againſt move you; not carnal prudence, 
miltaken courteſy, avarice, indolence, nor its 
attendants, concupiſcible affect ons, which have 
deſtroyed the uſefulneſs and reputation, if not 
damned the fouls, of many popular preachers. 
St, Paul was animated by a believing regard to 
the end, and was ambitious above all things to 
4 fimſh his courſe with joy.” Hear what he 11 
in the concluding ſcene of life, 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 
J have fought a good fight, I have finiſhed my 
« courſe, I have kept the faith. Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteouſ- 
* neſs; which the Lord the righteous Judge ſhall 
give me at that day: and not to me only, but 
“ unto all them alſo who love his appearing.” 
Yes, Paul has finiſhed his courſe, and is gone to 
a court where no Nero thirſts for the blood of 
apoſtles, His example ſhews you what has been 
recommended to you, is not impracticable, and 
the example of many others alſo, among them, 
you will naturally conſider your much eſteemed 
predeceſſor, he finiſhed well. And as an affection- 
ate ſon you cannot but reflect on your venerable 
father, now thought to be at the point of death; if 
power remains, he is imploring a double bleſſing 
on you to- day, follow his ſhining track and you 
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will ſhare with him the rewards of fidelity unto 2 
death. May you my dear Brother, at a very 

diſtant day, after having endured hardneſs, as 

& good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt,” be called off from 

this ſtation with honour, and quit the well- 

fought field for the Palace of the great King, * 
and have your temporary labours rewarded with 

everlaſting reſt, Amen! 


u 


H E part allotted to me in the ſolemn ſer- -. 

vice of this day, is to addreſs a word of 
exhortation to the members of this ſociety, 
whoſe prayers are now happily anſwered, in that 
their eyes behold their paſtor, this day ſet over them 
in the Lord, —I may truly ſay, that 1 ſincerely 
condoled with you under that painful ſtroke of 
Providence, which left you“ as ſheep without a 
« ſheplerd But I have the pleaſure now of con- 
gratulating you on account of the care and ten- 
derneſs of the great Shepherd who never dies 


You are called © to fing of mercy” as well as © of judge 7 


e nent; and to acknowledge, that the ſame Gd 


% who maketh ſore bindeth up again, and that 


e the ſame hands which wound make whole.” 
—Without the imputation of flattery, I may 


be allowed, on this occaſion, to mention; that 


) 


ſpirit of love and harmony -which united you 
during the long life and miniſtry of your late 
* and worthy paſtor ;—and which kept 
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you together in the bonds of union and con. 
cord, till a happy ſettlement has again taken 
place. This muſt afford peculiar pleaſure to all 


that love the Lord; to all who delight in the 


proſperity of Zion—And it is in a particular 
manner a - pleaſing conſideration to me, as it 
aſſures me, that I ſhall attempt to inculcate no- 


thing upon you, but what you are already diſ- 


poſed and through grace reſolved to attend to, 
as a Chriſtian church—As the foundation of 
what is now to be ſet before you in the name of 
the Lord, permit me to addreſs you in the words 
of the apoſtle Paul, 


| Phi, „„ 

Ir THERE BE THEREFORE ANY CONSOLATION ith 
CnrISsT, fr ANY COMFORT OF LOVE, ir ANY 
FELLOWSHIP OF THE OPIRIT, IF ANY BOWELS 
AND MERCIES ; FULFIL "YE MY JOY, THAT YE 
BE LIKE-MINDED, HAVING THE SAME LOVE, 3E- 

| ING OF ONE ACCORD, OF ONE MIND, | 


WHEN it-pleaſed God to crown the labours 

of Paul at Philippi, with fingular ſuc- 
ceſs, a new ſource of joy was opened to him, 
in beholding a church planted for Chriſt — 


He rejoiced in an acceſſion to the Redeemer”s 


kingdom, in the proſpects of the everlaſtin g hap- 
pineſs of ſo many ſouls, and in ſo plain an evi- 


dence * the Divine approbation of his miniſtry. 
But 


1 


But this was only a partial joy.—When ex- 


n 


ienced miniſters contemplate the firſt impreſ- 


ſions made on their hearers, they rejoice with trem- 


Hing For the reality of converſion is demon- 


ſtrated by the edification and improvement, by 


the increaſing fruitfulneſs and eſtabliſnment, by 


the conſtancy and perſeverance, of thoſe who 
profeſs or ſeem to be converted. The kutband- 
man may be allowed a degree of joy, when in 


the ſpring he contemplates the promiſing ap- 
pearance of his fields, his vineyards, or his or- 


chards But, prudence recommends that he 


ſhould be temperate in his joy, till the harveſt 
and vintage arrive to crown his hopes—So the 
apoſtle felt an earneſt deſire, that his hopes con- 


cerning the Philippians ſhould be realized, in their 


increaſing eſtabliſhment in the faith, and comfort, 


and holineſs of the Goſpel. —And it is worthy of 


attention, in what a remarkable manner this 1s. 


expreſſed in the preceding chapter—Such views: 


had he of that ſublime and perfect happineſs 


which conſiſts in the immediate viſion and en- 


joyment of the Lord and ſuch an unſhaken 


hope and aſſurance of his intereſt in it, that he 
heſitated not to ſay, © Having a defire to depart | 


and to be with Chriſt, which is far better — 


Yet, apprehending that his longer continuance 
in the body was conducive and even neceſſary 


to the advantage of the Philippians; ; he is re- 


conciled to a lon ger life with all the labours, con- 
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flicts and ſorrows which attended it. What then 
was the object which he hoped to accompliſh 
through the bleſſing of God on his further labours ? 
It is expreſſed in the text And if our hearts 
have any degree of Chriſtian ſenſibility, we can- 
not but feel a conſiderable influence and force 
in the very words—** F there be any conſolation 
«© in Chrift, if any comfert of love, if any fel- 
« lowſhip of the Spirit, if any bowels and mer- 
« cies; fulfil ye my joy, that ye. be like-minded, 
& having the Jame love, being of one accord, of one 
A 


Permit me to attempt . 


I. . To illuftrate that ſpirit which the Apoſtle 


ſo earneſtly and affectionately recommends 
to the Philippians: And then, 


. To enforce it on you by the fame argu- 
* ments which the Apoſtle Urges in addreſſ- 
5 ing them. 


1: To illuſtrate that amiable and excellent 
5 ſpirit which the Apoſtle ſo earneſtly and affec- 
© tionately recommends to the Philippians, — 
* That ye be like-minded, having the ſame love, Weng 
&« of one accord, of one mind.. The beſt critics 
find it difficult to tranſlate the original words, 
without introducing a — the firſt and 
laſt 


laſt clauſes ſeeming to expreſs the ſame idea. 
Dr: Doddridge renders the paſſage thus; That ye 
6 may be unanimous, maintaining the ſame love, 
having your ſouls joined together in attending 
© to the one thing; and, as far as I can judge, 
he has well expreſſed the Apoſtle's meaning. 
The ſubſtance of what is here recommended will 
be included in the following particulars. 
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1. © It is very deſirable, that the members 9205 

« can churches ſhould be unanimous in 

* their attachment to the great doctrines of . 0 
4 Goſpel. — F hat the Apoſtle intended this, ſeems 

evident to me from what he had faid, Chap. i. 27. 

9 Only let your converſation be as it becometh. 

&« the Go ofpel of Chriſt, that whether. I come and 

« ſee you, or elſe be abſent, I may bear of pour 

% affairs, that ye fland faſt in one ſpirit, with | 

e one mind, Ariving together for the faith, of \' 

te the Goel.” An agreement in ſentiment, at 

leaſt, as far as the fundamental articles of 8 

gion are concerned, is neceſſary to the harmony 

and proſperity of Chriſtian churches. If ſome, + 
for inſtance, conceive themſelves bound to ho- 

nour the Redeemer as a divine perſon, as God 
ä manife in the fleſb,” while others in the e * 

ſociety acknowledge him only as a creature, or 
even degrade him to the rank of a mere man- 

if one looks to him as © he author of eternal ſalva- 

8 tion, 51 and profeſſes to build all his hopes on his 
| | 24 atone- 


*_ 
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atonement and righteouſneſs, while another 
will own him only as a prophet, commiſfioned 
to declare the terms on which forgiveneſs may 
be obtained, and aſſerts, that he died, only, that 
by his reſurrection he might aſſure us of a ge- 
neral reſurrection on the laſt day ;—ſuch op- 
poſite ſentiments leave no room for union and 
harmony in the ſociety in which they prevail, 
but muſt neceſſarily occaſion endleſs diſcord and 
contention. But how is that unanimity of ſen- 
timent to be obtained, which is ſo neceſſary as 
the baſis of Chriſtian fellowſhip?—Not by ſervile 
ſubjection to human authority, or by calling any man 
our maſter upon earth ; for as different men will 
chuſe different maſters, ſuch guides will Iead them 
to different and contradictory ſentiments. Let all 
reſolve to regard Chrift alone as their maſter, and 
to pay implicit ſubmiſſion to his dictates; let 
all determine to take the Bible alone as the rule 
of their faith and practice; Het them ſtudy the 
ſcriptures with a meet and humble ſpirit, and ac- 
company all their reſearches with earneſt prayer 


for the illumination of the Holy Spirit ;—and 


eſpecially, let them fearch after the truth, not 
as critics and phitoſephers, but as convinced ſinners, 


whoſe _—_ concern is, ** what they ſhall do to be 
% ſaved;” and I have no doubt but the enquiry 


Will IE in ſuch a harmony of ſentiment as will 
lay a foundation for Chriſtian fellowſhip. Nor 
is this a mere conjecture, but it is ſupported by 
* undoubted 


5 


undoubted facts.— Lutherans and Calviniſls hold 
different ſentiments reſpecting various articles; 
but the pious Lutheran has no controverſy with 
the pious Calviniſt as to thoſe points of doctrine 
which conſtitute the foundation of a believer's 
hope. May you, therefore, my Chriſtian friends, 
be bleſt with that experimental knowledge of 
the truth, which will unite your ſouls in the 

ſweet bonds of concord and love Which leads 
me to add, 


2. That it is deſirable and neceſſary that the 
© members of Chriſtian ſocieties ſhould be united 
together in mutual love having,” or main- 
* taining,” © the ſame love. There is nothing 
that Chriſt has inculcated on his diſciples more 
frequently or earneſtly than brotherly love 
“ A new commandment give I unto you, that ye 
love one. another—And by this ſhall all men 
* know that ye are my diſciples, if ye love one 
« another.” The religion of Chriſtians is found- 
ed in the immenſe compaſſion and love of our 
God and Saviour; and all the bleſſings belong- 
ing to it are the free emanations of eternal love. 
If this divine religion has obtained poſſeſſion of 
our hearts, it muſt inſpire them with the ge- 
nuine ſentiments of love. They will expand 
with compaſſion and benevolence to the whole 
Human race, and with ardent deſires, that, as 
far as is conſiſtent with the will of God, they 
1 may 


7” Bb} 
may be all bleſſed with the knowledge of the 
Saviour. They will feel a peculiar endearment 
and an union of heart towards all the children 
of God, whereever diſperſed over the face of the 
whole earth. But when it embraces an object 
ſo extenſive, Chriſtian love can exert itſelf only 
in afectionate wiſhes and ardent prayers. There 
is therefore a more peculiar ſphere in which it is 
to operate and manifeſt all its proper fruits; 
and that is, the ſacred individual community of which 
each believer is an actual member, Various and 
important are the kind and faithful offices which 
ſincere love will incline us to perform, accord- 
ing to the different ſituation and circumſtances 
of its objects. To all that appear to bear the 
image of Chriſt, it will pay the willing tribute 
of eſteem and affeftion. Diveſted of envy and 
jealouſy, it will not refuſe the honour due to 
thoſe, who by eminency in grace, gifts, or ta- 
lents, are capacitated for higher degrees of ule- 
fulneſs; and free from the influence of pride, it 
will manifeſt a meek and condeſcending atten- 
tion to thoſe who occupy the loweſt place.— 
Eſpecially, love will fill the heart with the ten- 


dereſt ſympathy towards thoſe who are exerciſed 
with inward or outward trials; and diſpoſe it 


to miniſter all the aſſiſtance poſſible for their 
comfort. In a word, when this divine principle 


operates in a proper manner, the church is as 
one body * with one foul—lt 3 is an ob- 


ject 
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ject which angels contemplate with pleaſure ; 
yea, the Lord of angels delights. to view it, and 
takes up his abode in it. But it muſt be con- 
feſſed, that there will be found many hindrances 
to the exerciſe of Chriſtian love; from the many 


imperfections which remain in the pureſt ſocie- 


ties on earth; yet as far as we feel the influence 


of redeeming love, our concern will be © not 
« to be overcome .of evil, but to overcome evil With 


66 . BY add, 


: That it is deſirable and neceſſary for a 


| 8 Chriſtian church to be united in the purſuit 
of one great end, of one general intereſt.” 


All human ſocieties profeſs to regard ſome object 


as the end for which they are aſſociated. But a 
_ Chriſtian church is more facred in its nature, 


and formed for nobler and more important ends. 
Its plan and conſtitution are not left to be ſettled 


by the fancy or wiſdom of men; but are ordain- 


ed by the great Author of our religion. When 
Chriſtians aſſociate together in church fellowſhip, 


it is not to be regarded merely as an act of free 


choice ; but as a ſolemn acknowledgement of 
the authority of the Lord Jeſus, It is nor left 
to our free determination, whether we connect 


ourſelves to a Chriſtian church or not; but our 
Allegiance to Chriſt binds it upon us, as an in- 
diſpenſable duty. And when we reſolve to en- 


ter into thoſe ſacred bonds, we are not at liberty 
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to propofe our own ends, but muſt adopt thoſe 


which he has appointed. And it is evident, that 
the harmony and proſperity of a church will 
greatly depend, on the members having their 
views directed to one and the fame object. 


What this great end ſhould be, we are ſufft. 


ciently inſtructed in the New Teſtament. The 
_ firſt and principal end is, a public and ſolemn 
© acknowledgment of God and the Redeemer. 
In commencing actual members of a church of 
Chriſt, we profeſs before men and angels to take 
the Lord for our God.—We confeſs his autho- 
Tity as our great proprietor, and chuſe him as 


our portion. We acknowledge the Lord Jeſus ' 


as our Lord and Saviour. We profeſs to build 
all our hopes on his atonement and righteouſ- 
neſs, and to receive his Goſpel as the ſupreme 
law of our conduct. Such are our acknow- 
ledgements when we unite in public prayer ; 
when we it under the miniſtration of the Goſ- 
pel; and eſpecially, when we attend on the ſo- 
Jemnities of the table of the Lord. In con- 
nexion with this, the mutual edification of 
< Chriſtians is the end of church fellowſhip.'— 
It is the will of Chriſt that his diſciples ſhould 
unite in ſociety; that each individual ſhould re- 
ceive advantage from his union with the whole 
body. In the ſpirit of Chriſtian love they are 
to watch over each other with a kind and holy 
jealouſy ; with gentleneſs and tenderneſs they 


are 
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are to warn and admoniſh one another, when 
there is danger of their falling into any thing 

injurious to their ſouls or diſhonourable to 
Chriſt. The mature experience of eſtabliſhed 
Chriſtians ſhould contribute to the confirmation 
and improvement of ſuch as are weak and wa- 


| vering; and eſpecially, the utmoſt endeavours 


ſhould be uſed for the healing and recovery of 
thoſe who are wounded and fallen.- And be- 


Ades all this, © Chriſtian churches mould aim at 


the advancement of the intereſt and kingdom 
« of, Chriſt in the world To promote this 
great end, it is incumbent on them to be wit- 


nes for God ; that by the excellency of their 


ſpirit and the uniformity of their conduc, they 

may ſhew the reality and amiableneſs of reli- 
gion. This is of the firſt i importance; and when 
| profeſſors fail in it, very little ſucceſs can be 
expected to accompany any exertions they may 
uſe in another way. But when, in this reſpect, 
they act up to their proper character, they are 
« lights | in the worl, ; they are the ſalt of the 
& earth.” Then, with the utmoſt conſiſtency, 
they will ſhew their zeal * in the ſupport and 


c . maintenance of a Goſpel miniſtry ;* and it will 
be not ont 


their deſire to have the bread of life 


broken to themſelves, but to encourage their mi- 
Liſters in their endeavours to gain new ſubjects 
; to the Lord Jeſus. Such are the ends to be pro- 
moted bye Chriſtian fellowſhip. Let it . added, 
5 . That 
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i. © That it is deſirable and neceſſary, for the 
G de of Chriſtian churches to be united 
« and harmonious in their zealous endeavours 
© and vigorous exertions to promote theſe im- 
portant ends. This is evidently included 
in the word which the Apoſtle uſes (vH 
and which Doddridge connects with the laſt 
clauſe ; © Having your ſouls joined together in 
attending to the one thing.” I need not in- 
form you that the ſtrength of every ſociety lies 
in the union and harmony of its members; even 
the moſt powerful kingdom when diſunited and 
torn into factions, becomes an eaſy prey to its 
enemies. It ſhould therefore be the concern of 
Chriſtian churches in a peculiar manner to f- 
40 low the things which make for peace, and which 
will promote a ſtrict union among themſelves. 
And this ſhould ſo much the more engage their 
attention, as it is the policy of their grand adver- 
fary to ſtir up the contrary ſpirit. Divide and 


reign, is the favourite maxim of the devil; and 


it is unneceſſary to ſay, what evils it has occa- 
ſioned in many churches. As, therefore, you 
Wim to ſee the great ends of your church-ſtate 
promoted, ſtudy to cheriſh and confi 


of union and harmony among yourſtlws. And 


in order to this, * for ſake not the aſſembling of your- 


te ſelves together; but be conſtant in your attend- 
ance on the ſacred ordinances appointed for 
your edification. Uniting in worſhip, as one 
| family 


ay F N 4 * * 5 . n 


4 fpirit | 


2 mms a. — 1 


1 


(3) 


family nouriſhed at the ſame table, will greatly 


tend to promote an union of hearts. Nor let 
it ſuffice that you attend punctually on the Sab- 


bath; but take heed not to neglect your more 
private meetings as a church. Alas! of our 
church meetings, how little remains beyond the 
name and the ſhadow! Brethren, it ought not to 


be thus; nay, I will ſay, if ſacred zeal and 
Chriſtian love had their due influence on the 
hearts of profeſſors, it would not be thus. And 
it would be of advantage, if the members of the 


fame ſociety did keep up a more friendly inti- 


macy with one another. This would operate 
inſenſibly co unite their hearts, by a mutual 
communication of the pleaſant or painful oc- 


currences they meet with in their pilgrimage. 


Sirs, Are you not brethren in the beſt bonds ? 


Why, then, ſhould you keep at ſuch a diſtance? 


But it is peculiarly neceſſary to guard againſt 


thoſe things which tend to diſunite. Be pecu- 
larly cautious © to give no cauſe of offence. 


© Count it better to be precipitated into the 
* depths of the ſea with a mill-ſtone at your 
© neck, than to offend the weakeſt Chriſtian,” 
the moſt obſcure of the children of God. At 
the ſame time, take heed of being too ready 


| © to take offence.” When God is not offended, 


judge it better patiently to har the croſs, than 
to diſturb the harmony of the church by need- 


* complaints. Thus united, your zeal will 
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be directed to one grand end, and your mutual 
endeavours will aim at the promotion of the 
ſame glorious cauſe; yea, a holy emulation will 
poſſeſs you, who ſhall do moſt for the glory of 
God, the honour of the Redeemer, and the in- 
tereſt of his church. Such is the amiable ſpirit 
which the Apoſtle recommends to the Philip- 
pians; and with ſuch a diſpoſition, it is my 
ſincere prayer that you all may be. inſpired. — 
Permit me, therefore; 


| 1. © To enforce it upon you. by the ſame ar- 
guments with which the Apoſtle urges 
© 5t on them.? 
- I addreſs you; brethren, as Chriſtians, as ſincere 
- believers in Jeſus Chriſt; © #”” indeed ©* you have 
re Zafted that the Lord is gracious,” the conſiderations 
now to be laid before you will not fail of influenc- 
ing your minds without the aid of eloquence— 
& If there be any conſolation in Chriſt; if any 
& comfort of love; if any fellowſhip of the 
© Spirit; if any bowels and mercies ; fulfil ye 
& my joy.” Here no leſs than five arguments 
are urged, and it would be difficult to decide 
which of them is the moſt cogent. M ay you 
feel the force of thei united influence! 


* ! 
„ 


| 1 1. * 7 er be any conſolation i in Chrif. »_—Surely 


it is not a doubtful wenn with you, whether 


&« fhere 
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es there be any conſolation in Chriſt; every Chriſtian - 


be acknowledges him by the ſamè title under which 
i ancient faints looked for him as the Conſolation 
8 6c f : /raet.” Sin has removed us far from the 
4 . ſprings of divine comfort, and opened the fluices 
1 through which wretchedneſs and miſery have 
x entered and overflowed the world. What did 


you feel, Chriſtians, when a conviction of fin 
was planted in your conſciences? When your 
crimes were ſet before you in all their number 
and aggravations; when guilt oppreſſed your 
ſouls as an | intolerable load; when you felt 
yourſelves bound in the chains of your fins ; 
when an offended God appeared to frown _ 
_ awfully. upon you, and the: dreadful: gulph of 
miſery. gaped to receive you in that fituation, 
what comfort could you derive from yourſelves 
or from the whole world? But you heard the 
voice of Chriſt addreſſing you, * Come unto me 
* all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
& Twill give you reft.” You, looked to him, 
and ſaw in his hands a, /ealed pardon for all your 
fins grace all ſufficient to deliver you from your 
ſins, and to reſtore you to the image of God 
a crown of life and glory, inſtead of that eternal 
death which you dreaded. From Chriſt you 
derived your firſt conſolation; and from the 
ſame ſource you derive it ſtill. Now, the con- 
ſideration of this enforces the diſpoſition which 
Has been now recommended. For, conſider, 
E 3 what 
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what ſentiments muſt poſſeſs the ſoul which has 
daily recourſe to this fountain of conſolation ? 
Will not a ſenſe of its obligation to him inſpire 


it with an ardent zeal for his glory? Can we 


enjoy the bleſſedneſs which he imparts, and not 
feel our hearts kindled into benevolence and 
love? All who drink at this fountain muſt be 
Inſpired with the ſame ſpirit, and walk in the 
fame ſteps. But ſhould we neglect to cultivate 
this diſpoſition, it will neceſſarily exclude us 
from enjoying the conſolation which is in Chriſt, 
The privileges of Chriſtians ariſe from grace; 
but are actually conferred only on thoſe whoſe 
hearts are prepared by the Spirit of God to re- 
ceive them: So that thoſe profeſſors who allow 
themſelves in a ſpirit oppoſite to that which the 
Apoſtle recommends, muſt be ſtrangers to this 
ſacred conſolation; nay, it is the tendency of 
foch a ſpirit to lead the world to believe, that 
there is no reality in thoſe enjoyments which 
are ſaid to be connected with the religion of 
Jeſus. You would not encourage ſuch an un- 
juſt reflexion on the Goſpel ; and therefore la- 

| bour to cultivate this amiable *. 


; Tf there be: any a of love.” —This might 


flowing through Chriſt to impart happineſs to 
the ſoul: And then it may be ſaid, * If indeed 
fn. it be a truth, that TEE God grants to 
© his 


be . — with reference to the love of God 


c 
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influence of hene volenge and kindneſs; I appeal 


: E 
< his people a real and ſenſible enjoyment of his 
© unſpeakable love, together with the rich fruits 
« which ariſe from it; and if this divine love 
© can impart any comfort to the ſoul which 
© taſtes of it; as you would manifeſt the truth 
g of your intereſt in ſo vaſt a privilege, prove it 
by poſſeſſing this ſpirit of unity and love. But 
this in a great meaſure coincides with the for- 
mer 1 ; and therefore I rather ſuppoſe 
that the love of the brethren is intended. Here 
then the Apoſtle appeals ts Chriſtians, whether 
their comfort does not in a great meaſure ariſe 
from the kind returns of mutual love. The 
leaſt degree of reflexion muſt convince vs, that 
when a ſpirit of diſcord and variance and hatred 
enters, as far as it prevails it is the bane of hap» 
pineſs, To the enjoyment of happineſs the firſt 

; requiſite is a ſenſe of © the peace God; and in 
4 the next place, peace with our brethren is neceſ- 
fſary. When, upon ſearching through all the 
recefles of our hearts, we find none of the angry 
paſſions tolerated, but the whole ſoul under the 


to every Chriſtian if ſuch 2 ſpirit muſt not afford 
peculiar comfort. It is an evidence that we are 
e partakers of a djving nature. And this comfort 
will be greatly augmented in meeting the re- 
turns of unfeigned love from our hrethren. To 
receive undoubted evidence that our welfare is 
n leſs dear to them, than theirs is to ps, cannot 
| E 4 but 
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but fill our hearts with peculiar pleaſure. Thoſe, 
indeed, who are governed by the ſpirit of the 
world, may imagine, that an obſtinate purſuit 
of their own intereſt will be moſt to their advan- 
tage; but religion will teach us, that to love, 
and to be beloved, will more certainly lead to true 
comfort,” | Chriſtianity produces a noble gene- 
rolity of ſpirit ; and the ſpirit which is formed 
after its maxims muſt have a peculiar reliſh for 
the comfort of love. But it is very evident, 


that to enjoy this comfort, we muſt maintain 


the diſpoſition which has been recommended. 


3. © If there be any felloꝛuſbip of the Spirit.” —This 
is a branch of that ſolemn benediction, with 
which, after the example of St. Paul, we diſ- 
miſs our afſemblies—< The grace of our Lord Jeſus 
ce Chriſt, and the love of God, and the communion 
« of the Holy Ghoſt be with you,. The fellows 
* hip or communion * of the Spirit,” includes 


the communication he makes of divine benefits 


to the ſoul, and the gracious influence by which 


he acts upon it. The bleflings which impart 
comfort to a believer ſpring originally from the 


love of an all- ſufficient God; they flow through 
the channel of the mediation of Chriſt; and are 
actually communicated by the operations of the 
Holy Spirit. Thus we derive that pardon, 
which is the only balm for the wounds of 2 


guilty ſoul ; ; thus alone can we be aſſured that 


4 3 God 
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God. is reconciled to us, and that we are inte- 
veſted'in his love; thus we derive that influence | 
by which our corruptions and fins are ſubdued, 


and the graces and virtues eſſential to Chriſti- 


anity.are implanted in our hearts; thus we ob- 


tun ſtrength proportioned to our ſeveral duties, 


and ſupports under the preſſure of our various 
trials. In a word, it is by the Holy Spirit a 
believer is introduced to the ſeat of God, ſo as 
to:enjoy the precious fruits of communion with 
him Tor through Chriſt wwe have acceſs by one 
1 Spirit unto the Father.” Now, conſider, how 
great is the privilege of thoſe who enjoy © zbe 


 « fellowſhip of the Spirit.” What ſprings of conſo- 


lation are opened, of which they may freely 

drigk? Can we form an idea of means ſo con- 
ducive to real happineſs? And on the other 
hand reflect, how wretched is the ſtate of ſuch 
profeſſors as are ſtrangers to ſo divine a bleſſing? 
They have, it is true, the name of Chriſtians; 
but without the fellowſhip of the Spirit, they 


are deſtitute of the eſſence of vital Chriſtianity. 


They cannot bear the fruits which ſpring from 
grace, and which God beholds with approba- 
tion. They cannot repreſent religion in its 
beauty and amiableneſs; nor can they poſleſs 
thoſe ſacred enjoyments which it is ordained to 
afford. Their ſouls, inſtead of reſembling © a wa- 


e tered garden, are like the parched deſart and the 


Os heath, My ha I truſt you have 
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2 a juſt ſenſe of the importance of the « ' fellowfhig 
& of the Spirit ; * if ſo, then * to manifeſt i its 


proper fruits. 


« If there be any "Hs * mercies. This 
| 3 alſo may be underſtood in ſo compre- 
henfive a manner as to include the immenſe com- 
paſſions of our God and Saviour. The Apoſtle may 
be ſuppoſed to remind them, what infinite 
- mercy was manifeſted by the Lord, when, in- 
Read of dooming ſinners to certain deſtruction, 
| he formed a gracious purpoſe and planned 2 
glorious ſcheme for their ſalvation ;—what pity 
tonched the heart of the Son of God, when, 
« being in the form of God, and thinking it nt 
& robbery to be equal with Gad, he took upon 
« him the form of a ſervant, and was made in 
tt the likeneſs of many, and became obedient unto 
« death, even the death of the croſs ;” — what 
mercy they obtained when by divine grace 
effectually © called to the fellowſhip of Chriſt,” 
and to an actual intereſt in all the bleflings pur- 
chaſed with his blood ;—and what tenderneſs 
and longſuffering the Lord had exerciſed to- 
wards them from the time they firſt profeſſed 
to devote themſelves to his ſervice. And if we 
- have any juſt apprehenſions of theſe bowels and 
mercies, we'muſt be concerned to diſcover ſuch 
' a ſpirit and conduct as will obtain the approba- 
tion of our God and Saviour—But 1 rather 
con- 
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| conceive the appeal is made to thoſe principles 


of compaſſion and tenderneſs which dwell in all 
regenerate hearts. If there are any tender ſen- 
timents remaining which were originally im- 
planted by the great author of your nature;— 
and if there are principles more excellent and 
divine communicated to you by the ſpirit of 
grace; let all the bowels and mercies you are 
poſſeſſed of engage your attention to this ex- 
hortation. If you feel any melting compaſſion 
for a world involved in ſin and miſery, culti- 


vate that ſpirit which will recommend religion 


to them as the ſource of happineſs ;—if you 
tel a heart capable of melting in ſympathy, 
exerciſe your tenderneſs to your Chriflian Bre- 
thren by participating their burdens and ſor- 


rows;—in a word, if * there are any bowels and 
i mercies,” let your miniſter experience the effect 


of them. You have called him to a very arduous 
and important | ſervice; and all the affection and 


| kindneſs you can ſhew him cannot exempt him 


from many burdens and diſcouragements with 


which it is attended. God forbid, that any 


thing in you ſhould augment the difficulties he 
has to ſtruggle with !—But this introduces the 
laſt argument, viz. 


e Pulfil ye my joy.” And, here I am more 
particularly to plead with you, on the behalf of 
Mr dear Brother now ſolemnly recognized as 
1 your 
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your paſtor. Vou have heard the charge ad- 
dreſſed to him; and are ſenſible: that the work 
he has entered on is great, arduous and impor. 


tant. In a ſenſe, indeed, he is your ſervant, be- 


capſe his time, his talents and labours, are de- 
voted to your edification ; but, he comes ta you 
in a higher character, as the mini/ter of Jeſus Chriſt; 
commiſſioned to preach the everlaſting Goſpel, 
and to adminiſter its facred ſeals, in his name and 
by his authority. Tis not your call that con- 
ſtitutes him a miniſter; you have only teftificd, 
you could no more than teſtify, that you believe, 
the great Head of the church has qualified and 
appointed him to the office—& Receive him there- 
„ fore in the Lord” —Reſpett the character he ſuſ- 


tains, © and eſteem him very highly in love for his. 


« works ſake.” —Remember, he is to © watch far 
*. your ſouls, as one that muſt give an account, 
„ that ay may do it with joy and not with 


« grief. But 1 cannot expreſs, the duty you 


owe him in more proper or ſignificant words, 


than thoſe immediately before us ;—fulfl ye his 
foy. The unanimity and affection with which 
you have called him to the paſtoral office muſt 
certainly afford him peculiar pleaſure. But the 
joy he feels in entering on his work under ſuch 
pleaſing appearances, leaves him expoſed to jea- 


louſy and fear, leſt the proſpects which are now 


ſo bright ſhould hereafter become clouded. 
T] apatite let it be your endeavour to improve 
and 


LY 
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and complete his joy. I am perſuaded, there is no 
neceflity for me to uſe arguments to convince 
you, that it is your duty to be liberal in your 
contributions for his ſupport; I have no doubt 
but of yourſelves you are forward to it, I truſt 
alſo, I need not remind you, that it is your duty 
ardently, affectionately, and conſtantly to pray 
for him, that in all his miniſtrations, he may 
come unto you, in the fulneſs of the bleſſing 
& of the Goſpel of Chriſt.” If when Paul 
et planted, and Apollos watered, it was God who 
1 gave the increaſe;” you cannot expect that 
the labours of your miniſter ſhould be ſuc- 
ceſsful, but as they are accompanied with the 
effectual influence of divine grace—Nor can you 
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* expect that influence to deſcend, but in anſwer 
; to your fervent prayers. Therefore, Brethren 
e pray: for us, that the word of the Lord may 
T- * have free courſe and be glorified.” When 
your miniſter can aſſure himſelf, that you have 
„ been earneſt interceſſors for him at the throne 
Y of grace, he will enter the pulpit with a degree 


of pleaſure and confidence, in hopes that the 
bleſſing: of God will water his labours. But 
permit me-to ſay © That nothing can more tend 
* to fulfil your paſtor's joy, than to ſee a ſpirit 
of unanimity, harmony and love, prevailing 
among you.“ How did Paul expect his joy to 
be fulfilled reſpecting the Philippians? 7a 
ge be like-minded, having the ſame love, being 
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& of one accord, of one mind.” Whit pain and 
diſtreſs muſt miniſters feel, when a ſpirit oppoſite 
to this prevails among their people? when con- 
trary ſentiments excite diſcord and ſtrife and de. 
bate ;—when the bonds of Chriſtian affection 
are broken, and they divide into parties and fac. 
tions; in a word, © when all ſeek their own 
c and not the things which are Jeſus Chriſt's" 
When a miniſter is called to labour among ſuch 
a people, what pleaſure or comfort can he enjoy? 
His ſoul is preſſed down with diſcouragement; 
his hands are feeble and his heart faint. But I 
hope and believe better things concerning you— 
I truſt our dear Brother will have other proſpects 
before him when he ſtands in this place, or 
breaks the bread of Chriſt to you at his table 
I truſt it will be his happineſs to behold a people 
more and more confirmed in their attachment 
© to the great doctrines of the Goſpel;—more 
| * cloſely united together in the ſweet bonds of 
* Chriſtian love;—joined in purſuing one great 
© end, one general intereſt; and harmonious in 
© their zealous endeavours to promote it.'—Such 
2 fight will fill his heart with gladneſs, and 
| ſweeten the moſt painful labours he is called to. 
—Long may you and he enjoy it ; and may it 

de a pledge of ftill higher joy and nee when 
he meets with you at the bar of Chriſt! As the 
concluſion of this addreſs, I can find no words 
more ſuitable than thoſe with which it was be- 
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un — © If there be therefore any conſolation in 
« Chriſt; if any comfort of love; if any fellowyhip 


« of the iris; ; if any bowels and mercies; fulfil 


« 'ye my joy, that ye be like-minded, having the ſame 
4 Þove, being of one accord, of one mind. Amen! 
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